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“The real way to enjoy playing golf 
is to take pleasure not in the score, 

but in the execution of strokes.”  

 - Bobby Jones 

DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 

 

HOURS OF OPERATIONS 

 

Upper Lounge Lunch & Dinner Service 

11:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Wednesday - Friday  

5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Saturday 

Reservations encouraged. 

 

Member Dining will be in the Lower Level on 
Thursday, December 7th and Saturday, 
December 9th due to Holiday Events. 
 

 

The Club house continues to be open for 

member’s use.  
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Dear SPCC Members, 

 

As 2017 starts to come to an end at SPCC we are 

looking at the final results and the bright future 

ahead that makes us very thankful during this 

Holiday season.   

 

If you haven’t seen the newest promo video of SPCC 

I urge you to go to Facebook and take a look.  The 

views of the course and facilities are stunning and 

make a great recruitment tool for new members 

while also reminding us long time members just how 

far we have come in recent years.   

 

As for new members we keep adding people to the 

club and keep our upward trend of membership 

going through the year even into the slow part of the 

season.  We now have a database of perspective 

members that we expect to tap into as start of golf 

season nears.  We having an amazing team 

promoting the club right now but always need word 

of mouth from our members doing our best 

recruiting. 

 

Please keep SPCC in mind during your holiday time 

for some new exciting social events and the always 

popular Santa brunch and New Years Eve 

dinner.  We will keep everyone updated with special 

event dates and hours of operations around the 

holiday party schedules.  Wish you all a safe and 

Happy Holidays and hope to see you soon at SPCC.  

 

Hit 'em Straight. 

-Jason Allen, Club President 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE GM 

Happy Holiday Season to our Members and their 

Families! SPCC is inviting you to come and celebrate 

the holidays with us. Please refer to our Winter and 

Holiday hours and new Winter Menu. Save the date 

for our “Santa” Sunday Brunch that will be held on 

December 17th from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Santa will be 

here for everyone to enjoy. 

It is great to see our membership using their new 

facility by participating in social events such as the 

“Scotch and Cigars” and at “Sunset and Blind” Wine 

Tasting. We appreciate your help with choosing new 

wines and liquor for our 

Winter Bar menu. I 

would also like to thank 

the Stevens Point 

Community for joining 

us at the Fall Open 

House. We will continue 

to promote the club by 

having these types of 

events throughout the 

new year.  

Your suggestions and feedback are always welcome. 

If you want to share your concerns, ideas or just want 

to chat, my door is always open. Please come and see 

me in the office and around the clubhouse. Pictures 

from the event can be found at the page. 

Have a great Holiday Season! 

 

-Tim Burkhart, PGA, General Manager 
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EVENTS 

 

Santa Sunday Brunch  

Sunday, December 17th, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

SPCC invites members, their families and guests to 

come join us for a decadent brunch buffet and meet 

Santa. There will be a variety of activities available to 

the children led by our resident elf, Tahnee Mueske. 

$20 per person and children 12 & under, the price 

equals their age. Reservations highly recommended. 

Please RSVP today! 

 

715.345.8900 extension 3 

Or Email 

tmueske@stevenspointcountryclub.com 

 

 

Try it out Thursday 

Thursday, December 14th, 7:30p.m. – 8:30 

p.m.  

Feature different, 

eclectic takes on 

the traditional 

Hot Toddy 

including the use 

of gin, rum, 

whiskey and a 

single malt 

scotch. Served 

with skillet-style 

desserts perfect 

for the Holidays. Make it a nightcap at your club 

from 7:30-8:30pm. $10 per person. Reservations 

appreciated. 

 

 

 

Wreath Auction 
Sunday, December 17th  
Did you know that your club is displaying a few 

wreaths donated by local businesses that you have 

the opportunity to bid on through the month of 

December? Highest bidder will take home the 

wreath on December 17th and  100% of proceeds 

benefits Big Brothers, Big Sisters. Just one way SPCC 

supports our community.  

mailto:tmueske@stevenspointcountryclub.com
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Wine Down Wednesday 

Wednesday, December 20th, 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 
 
It will be all about Mulled Wine. Learn how to mix, 
blend and savor this Holiday tradition. This is a 
hands-on event where each participant will get to 
blend their own mulled wine utilizing a variety of 
ingredients and take home a complimentary pitcher 
to serve over Christmas. Mulled wine only gets 
better as it sits! $8 per person. Reservations 
appreciated. 
 

 
Check out our Facebook page for more details  

https://www.facebook.com/TheSPCC/ 

 
 

EVENTS RECAP 

Scotch & Cigar 

Scotch & Cigars hosted on November 9th was well 

received with over 20 participants. Although Mother 

Nature had a bitter wind blowing, it didn’t stop 

members from coming out next to the fire and 

sipping on a variety of Islay and Highland scotches. 

This event will be back, stay tuned. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=nh9f6p8ab.0.0.9smltznab.0&id=preview&r=3&p=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FTheSPCC%2F
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What’s Cooking? 

 
 

Thank you to all who came out to dine and shared their 

feedback on the Winter Menu teaser. We would now like 

to cordially invite our members to come taste our NEW 

Winter Menu for dinner. We are offering popular dishes 

like Winter Warmer Favorites including Bolognese, 

Butternut Squash Ravioli, Wild Mushroom Ravioli and 

much more. Check out Dining at 

https://www.stevenspointcountryclub.com/ for more 

details. 

 

 

Turf News 

The golf course is closed for the season and work has been 

done to prepare for the winter months.  The irrigation 

system has been blown out and winterized and the greens, 

tees and fairways have been sprayed with fungicide to 

protect them from snow mold development during the 

winter.  We have also top-dressed the greens with sand to 

help protect the crown of the plant and give us a smoother 

surface moving into the next golf season. 

Work has also been done to prepare new trails for Cross 

Country Skiing, Snow Shoeing and Fat Tire Biking for the 

winter months.  Some clearing of debris was needed in the 

wooded areas to make those areas passable.  We would 

like to remind everyone the bike trail is NOT open for use 

during time of frost, when there is no snow cover to 

protect the turf. 

 Finally, the new entrance sign has been delivered and 

installed.  Thanks go out to Stone Innovations of Plover, 

County Materials of Stevens Point and Salvador for 

helping me with the project.  The sign looks beautiful and 

the landscape around it will match the rest of the course 

and entrance features.   Hope you all have a safe and 

wonderful Holiday Season. 

-John Femal, Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.stevenspointcountryclub.com/
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Golf Updates 

Thank you for the warm reception that you have given me 

over the past three months. I have enjoyed meeting you 

through club social functions, some last-minute shopping 

at the golf shop or while you enjoyed the dining facilities 

at the club. 

 Over the past month, I have met with many of the 

manufacturers’ representatives in the industry and have 

selected new and interesting products for the golf shop. 

Through the Golf Committee, I have received valuable 

information regarding the club’s tournament history that 

helped greatly with planning the 2018 golf calendar. As 

we wait for more favorable golfing conditions, I will be 

spending the next two months with my family in Florida. 

I look forward to returning to the club with plans for an 

exciting 2018 golf season.  

I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a healthy and 

Happy New Year. 

Did you Know? 

The average golfer underestimates the break on a 

green for 80% of the putts.  

My Tip 

A carpenter's chalk-line and a CD disc are great 

putting aids to have in your golf bag. The chalk-line 

is useful to help you with your alignment and 

stroke. Find a straight six to ten foot putt on a 

practice green. Snap a chalk-line from the hole back 

to desired distance. 

-Mark Puls, PGA, Director of Golf  

20/20 Links by Dr. Steve Slezak 

“This month’s column is devoted to the musings 

of another eye doctor, Dr. Stephen Rollins. 

Putting is his topic! As my partner in Wisconsin 

Senior team events, he has drained tons of 

crucial putts. You will find these pointers 

invaluable!” 

 

Putting Made Simple 

If you read any golf publication you probably have read 

articles or even books by experts  such as Dave Pelz, Dave 

Stockton, Butch Harmon, etc. Most of 

the articles will talk about technique, 

alignment, etc. Many will speak of 

reading greens and give complex 

techniques to try to determine the path 

the putt will take. The problem is that 

the advice from these experts often 

seems to contradict each other and / or 

is complicated for the average golfer to 

narrow down the methods and make 

decent putts. So what does one do to 

putt better? 

Dave Pelz the rocket scientist turned 

golf scientist breaks the putting stroke 

down to simple physics. To hit a putt 

straight (all putts are straight putts) the 

club face must align at impact. A pure 

pendulum stroke will keep the face of 

the putter aligned with the target 

throughout the stroke. Examples are 

long putters that move in a pendulum 

fashion and the claw grip which tends 

to encourage a pendulum type stroke. 

Pelz thus espouses the pendulum 

stroke to keep the face aligned with the 

target as long as possible.  Dave 

Stockton perhaps the most highly 

regarded putting teacher for tour pros, will talk about 

simplicity and feel without demanding a specific setup or 

execution for all players.  Where they totally agree is the 

following two things  

1. Speed is king: Dave Pelz quotes- “distance is four 

times as important as aim” 

Why is distance so important?  The average amateur ends 

up an average of about 25’ from the hole on approach 

shots from 100-150 yards so you are virtually assured to 

miss the first putt. It is about having a second putt you can 

make.  Everyone including tour pros miss most or almost 

all putts 10’ or greater. The average amateur only makes 

about half of all putts of 5’. To make most all of your putts 

the average amateur has to get to about 1-2’. Not three 
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putting is about the distance of the first putt. A naive idea 

I think that has ever been suggested is to see a three-foot 

circle around the hole and try to end up within the circle. 

Do this and I suggest you will have plenty of opportunity 

to make that 5’ second putt. Aim small miss small.  

Distance control is achieved by the length of the stroke not 

by hitting the putt harder. The tempo of all putts should 

be the same. By using the momentum of the putter instead 

of slapping the putter at the ball will quiet the right hand 

and help keep the putter blade on line through the ball. 

The biggest problem I routinely see is players “slapping” 

the putter through impact with the right hand. This 

creates problem with both distance and aim control.  

2. You must see the line or arc of the putt:  Dave 

Stockton quotes “the best putters spend almost all of 

their energy and time on seeing the line and speed 

and almost no time on mechanics”.  

The focus of your putt is not always the hole. You must get 

a great feel for the distance of the hole by looking at the 

hole but your aim point is the highpoint of the arc of the 

putt not necessarily the hole. You must start your putt on 

the apex of the arc. You must pick that point and hit to 

that point not to the hole. Dave Pelz talks about how 

players make unconscious swing adjustments on breaking 

putts. They look at the hole instead of the high point of the 

putt and change their swing to try to get the putt on the 

line. Pick the highpoint and hit a straight putt.   

While technique is important Dave stockton would tell 

you there is no single best way. There is one fact that is 

crucial. To hit a putt on line the putter face must also be 

on that line. Technique is crucial to keeping the putter 

face on line through impact and most people make swing 

adjustments to get the putt on line rather than aiming at 

the correct point.  

Reading greens has been transformed into an incredible, 

tedious , time consuming circus act on tour. I also see 

many amateurs look at all sides of all putts, plumb bob, 

etc. I am a firm believer that for most people this only 

confuses the issue. A simple approach is to look at the 

green as you walk up from your approach. You can see all 

of the breaks from level ground. Look at the putt from 

behind the ball and a couple feet on either side. Now step 

up and hit the putt. Keep it simple. Remember you are 

probably going to miss the first one anyway.   Here are 

some simple pointers to putting- 

• All putts are straight putts.  

• Distance trumps aim.  

• Aim small miss small 

• Tempo is crucial  

• Simple reads 

• Relax, you are going to miss almost all putts over 

10’, just give yourself an easy second putt. 

Comments and Suggestions welcome at 

2020links@gmail.com. 

Heartbeat 

We would like to give a special 

mention to our Office Intern 

Kamila Tagirova, who graduates 

in December from University of 

Wisconsin- Stevens Point. We 

would like to wish her all the best 

for her future. 

December Birthdays 

We would like to wish a Happy Birthday to our members 

and their families! 

Floy Mae and Richard Anderson, Terrell Arnold, John 

Ackerlund, Ryan Ashton, Dexter Busse, Peter Bernhage, Janet 

Fagan, Ted Francsis, Jeff Fogel, Daniel Nerad, John Haessig, 

Michael Hom, Craig and Dominique Jamison, Brian Keats, 

Shaun Morrow, Tad and Bennett Meier, Gerard McKenna, 

Jeffrey Meyer, Robert McDonald, Brian Ostrowski, Dennis 

Peterson, Nancy Page, Tom Reif, Scott Romportl, Christopher 

Robinson, Michael Smith, Mike and Becky Schmidt, Walter III 

Sext, Dean Shuda, James Shuda, Thomas Sievwright, Sheryl 

Sommers, Francis Wysocki, Eric Wiberg, Jeff Weinkauf, Mike 

Yokers, Jessica Barber, Shirley Leach, Mary Williams, Nancy 

Ballweg, Louie Molepske, Marie Worzella, Nancy Cooper, Cheryl 

Copps, Dawn Roberts, Patti Henning, Carol Okray, Christine 

Wiza, Kathy Steinweber, Natalie Zavada, Kari Ann Torhorst, 

Bryn Oswall, Monica Meinholz, Linda Schmidt, Mary Nass, 

Ginny Little, Becky Schmidt 

Thank you, members for reading this month’s 

newsletter. If you have any questions, comments or 

ideas for next month’s letter please reach out to us at 

GM@Stevenspointcountryclub.com. 

mailto:2020links@gmail.com
mailto:GM@Stevenspointcountryclub.com

